MUASC Mardi Gra Post Event Report
To kick off into 2014 Massey University Albany Snow Club for the first time since the creation of the club
attended Mardi Gra. Mardi Gra is a long standing tradition of having a concert on the opening weekend
of the snow season to celebrate. This year it was hosted by ZM and sported main performers such as
Peking Duk from Australia and New Zealand’s own Mt Eden Dubstep along with minor Kiwi performers
and General Lee from ZM.
The event club event kicked off with three cars traveling down on Friday so that we could get cozy in the
Massey University Alpine Club hut up on Turoa and get to know each other before the big event on
Saturday. Even though the weather absolutely packed in and denied the field a happy opening we still had
11 members attend this event just for the concert. I largely would like to thank the club committee for
this success as the fact it was subsidized kept many members attending even without the prospect of
snow.
After driving down to Ohakune for four hours through thunder, hail, gales, fog and low cloud the first two
carloads of people arrived at the hut around at around 2030 hours. I was greeted by the other car waiting
for me yelling “The legendary Manu is here to open up the hut for us and get this started!” accompanied
by one of the members running to the hut shirtless from the car in the freezing cold!
Once the hut was opened and the generator was running and the fire roaring we all got to know each
other as we had a lot of new members present. With Aidan, Laura and myself being the only old time
members there, the other car was all first timers (and first years). It was good to see that they actually
didn’t really know each other outside of the club and had only met on the car ride down and instantly
become good friends.
We played some social card games and kicked off into bed at midnight still waiting for the last car load
that had had car issues. They finally arrived at 0200 hours on Saturday and went straight to bed.
We all decided to head out on
Saturday and go down to Ohakune to
pass time, but together with Hannah,
we (the old timers) decided to head
up to the field first and scope out the
dire situation. When we arrived on
Friday there was no snow at all so to
see the amount on the right was very
impressive over just one night.

After heading down to Ohakune we met up with a few fellow Massey Students who were staying down
there, Lindsay and Kelly. We had lunch together (sortof) and headed back up the mountain to the hut to
prepare dinner and get ready for the concert.
We had a good laugh upon coming back to see the enthusiastic members dressing up for the concert in
some ridiculous outfits. Onsies were very much in fashion.

We proceeded to having dinner and playing more card games while anticipating kick off at around 1930
hours. We all got to know each other and even the non-Massey student and past Massey student mingled
in well.

Once all had safely arrived at Mardi and gotten inside the crowds started building up and heaps of
awesome costumes were around. Then the concert kicked in and good music ran until about 0100 hours
where we went home and recouped for the trip home on Sunday.

The next day we all had a lazy start, cleaned the hut and most headed home. Aidan, Laura and myself
headed up the mountain and even after the lefties refused to let me go up with my gear I walked up the
slopes just to get the first run of the season. A few scratches, a few unclipping and a couple minutes later
I
was
back
at
the
bottom
and
we
headed
home
to
Auckland.

Thank you Massey CGSC for subsidizing this trip and Thank you to MUAC for the use of their hut. This
event was a good kick off into 2014 and I am sure many more good times will be had at the MUAC hut
on Turoa with MUASC!
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