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The club was created at the beginning of 2014 with the aim of getting students involved in 
sporting activities, in particular rugby. 
We wanted to create a healthy social and interactive environment for students to develop 
an all round education and community spirit, so they would feel that they are a part of 
Massey University. 
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Touch rugby training sessions and games were held by the club at Massey University 
Recreation Centre in the sports hall on a weekly basis. They were open sessions where 
anyone was allowed to attend. There was a large interest with large turnouts of up to 30 
people playing. Everyone was taught the basics of the game with the help of senior players 
and a volunteer coach.

 
 
The great feedback and interest lead to the assembly of a mixed women’s and men’s core 
team who wanted to play regular games and we were able to participate in a 12-week 
tournament situated at St Peter’s College, Newmarket. Trainings were held every Thursday 
for all club members, students and people who were interested. Games were on Monday 
evenings where team members would carpool to games with 3 girls and 3 guys on at a time. 
 

 
 
As the club grew, we moved to a larger training location at 
the local football field by Massey Uni (Albany Domain) and 
continued to train. Not long after, we attracted the interest 
of the North Harbour Marist Rugby Club and became 
affiliated. This meant that players could trial for club teams 
not currently offered by MUA Rugby Club.  
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Massey Uni Clubs Day allowed us to represent Massey and showcase the club and generate 
more interest with students. On the day we held mini games and rugby pong and got to 
socialise with students. This resulted in more sign-ups and new members, who were happy 
to see that there were weekly activities available. 
 
The connection with North Harbour Marist Rugby Club also meant that we were given 
access to their new state of the art training grounds for our practices. This professional 
environment attracted more players, both experienced and new.  The grounds are artificial 
with floodlights and parking.  Training sessions had a consistent turnout and a great deal of 
social development. 
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The chance to be involved in a team sport such as touch has created a greater sense of 
community within the Massey environment.  Our activity over the last few months has 
represented Massey University in the public arena. Many other universities, schools, clubs 
and the general public have seen our team train and play games over the last 12 weeks. This 
has attracted interest in students and adults looking to go to Massey University and also 
possibly being involved in the Massey Rugby Club. What started off as a social and 
interactive club has become a positive and active representation of Massey University and 
an example of how our sports club can demonstrate it’s competitiveness and relevance. 
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Massey Open Day was another great chance to get people interested in the club. There was 
a surprisingly large turnout with many students keen to get involved with the mini-games 
and play. Also students showed interest in joining the club if they decided to go to Massey 
University and the fact that there was this type of social sports club available meant that 
they had more reason to choose Massey.  
 
The club has brought people together from all sides of the spectrum with people from all 
different cultural backgrounds too.  It has created a genuine sense of community and 
connection with Massey University and made students feel more proud of their university 
and strive to represent it and perform well. The members then also share their involvement 
with friends, family and other people they meet.  
 
The aim is to continue to introduce more people to this team sport and create a large 
network where people can play, compete and socialise. 
 

 


