
Candidate Profiles 

 
 James Collinson 

 
Hi Massey, I’m James. I’m a first-year studying Computer Science, 
Media and Business Studies. I’m flatting and flipping burgers at 
Maccas in the Plaza. 
That’s right, I’m a first-year student. Our University needs a person 
who isn’t afraid to give things a go, a person who understands the 
systems and rules and makes the most of them! Case in point, I was 
elected to My high school’s board of trustees at the age of 15 and I’ve 
been studying education laws in New Zealand since. 
By applying for Massey’s Council in My first-year, I’m proving I’m all 
these things and given my stage in study I will be more able to 
dedicate myself to the Council as I’m not having to balance My 
education with this role. 
I stand for looking after our environment, FREE services for students 
and more. Consider me for your vote because I’m a first-year, 
because I’m proactive and I want to make the University a better 
place. Thanks a lot and stay McAwesomeTM . 
 

 
 Miles Crawford 

 
I care about students. I have always been active in student affairs, 
and think it is important that students get a fair deal. It’s getting 
harder being a student nowadays. Most of us are living away from 
home and whanau, food, power and rent is expensive, and finding a 
warm, dry house to live in is impossible. On top of this, we have to 
pay university fees, attend class, complete projects on-time, study for 
exams and get a qualification.   
 
I know how to do this job. I’ve been a class representative before. I’ve 
been a student politician before. I’ve sat on Councils and Boards 
before. I know how to interact with high-level decision-makers, and I 
know how to make sure they listen to what we have to say. 
I’ll take this role seriously. I know how much work it takes and will do 
a proper job. I’m not in it for personal gain. I’m in it because I want to 
make sure that every decision that Massey Council makes considers 
us; the students; the core of what Massey University is. 
He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata. 
 

  



 
Ngahuia Kirton 

 
I’m a vet student and the Welfare Executive of the Massey University 
Students’ Association, striving to keep my fingers firmly on the pulse 
of student life. It is essential to recognise the different experiences 
that students have, due to their mode of learning, their degree type, 
or many other factors.  
 
Well-developed online learning is an essential aspect of study for 
many, but often papers at Massey aren’t delivering this. Extramural 
students don’t have easy access to the support which internal 
students have, so it’s vital that Stream and Portal are improved to 
offer different support. This will remove barriers to education for all 
students, whether internal and extramural. 
 
Studying isn’t a walk in the park – students take time away from 
family, work and life to learn and grow. This investment has to be 
acknowledged and championed! I have faith in the positive impact 
that Massey University can have, but I am not uncritical. In the rapidly 
changing tertiary sector, the University Council could benefit from 
student-driven innovation and a fresh voice. 
 
I ask for your vote, so I can ensure your voice is heard at the table and 
that Massey continues to grow and support diverse styles of learning.  
 
 

 
 David McNab 

 
Dear fellow students, 
 
I come to you seeking re-election to Massey University Council as 
your student-elected member. Since 2016, I have sat on Council, 
bringing students' concerns and perspectives to the table.  
 
As the current president of EXMSS, the distance student association, 
working together with the other 3 campus-based associations, I also 
bring a passionate devotion to helping my fellow students. 
 
Massey University's Council has similar challenges to other large 
organisation Boards. Directors need the insight and experience (and 
sheer cunning) to identify and challenge not only the hidden issues, 
but more so, the subtler issues hidden in plain sight! Many of these 
issues can have major effects on the welfare and learning outcomes 
of students, but are easily missed by the naive. 
 
Personally, I'm currently studying a Master of Business Studies 
(Management) by distance in Hamilton, having graduated with BBS in 
2015, and have done much internal study before that. Also, I'm 
working full time empowering small businesses, and am passionately 
grateful to Massey University for the learnings which continually 
boost my success. 
 



Your vote for me will leverage the insight, experience and 
professional director training I've already gained, and maintain a bold 
student voice on our University's Council. 
 

 
Maithreyi Sundaresan 

 

I am applying to be the student representative on the 
Massey University Council for the 2019/2020 term. I am 
twenty-seven years old and have lifetime of experience 
beyond my current university term as a second-year BVSc 
student that would make me an excellent candidate for this 
role. I have a BSc Anatomy (2011) and PGDipSci Anatomy 
(2012) from the University of Otago, after which I spent four 
years working as a laboratory technician for a reference 
microbiology laboratory. All throughout my academic, 
personal and professional life, I have taken leadership roles, 
culminating in my current role as one of the class 
representatives for my year. 

 
I will always be proud of the time I have spent here at 
Massey University and want to do my share to enhance the 
university experience for everyone, both present and future. 
I am applying because I would like the chance to be part of 
helping to make a difference. I am mature, determined, 
organised and fair, and feel that these qualities would be an 
asset. 

 


